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The Ranfur ly  Veterans’  Trust  and Veterans’  Affairs  New Zealand  worked
in partnership  with mult ip le  organisat ions  to  br ing together  veteran-
focused groups and New Zealand veterans  and their  whānau from around
the Greater  Wel l ington region.   The event  centered on connect ion,
rehabi l i tat ion,  and the overal l  wel lbeing of  veterans  and their  whānau.

The Greater  Wel l ington Veterans '  Support  Forum was held  on 26/27 May
2026 at  Te Rauparaha Arena in  Por irua C ity  Centre  and provided:  

An opportunity  for  current  and ex-serv ice  members/veterans  and their
whānau to  reunite,  connect  and engage with fe l low ex-serv ice
members.  

Access  to  23 organisat ions  offer ing support  and ass istance in  areas
such as  f inance,  advocacy,  camarader ie ,  health  and wel lbeing.

Presentat ions  f rom: Veterans '  Affa irs ,  NZDF Force F inancia l  Hub,
RNZRSA and Vietnam Veterans  and their  Fami l ies  Trust .

A v is i t  f rom Minister  for  Veterans  and Minister  of  Defence,  Hon Chr is
Penk MP

An evening event  the n ight  before for  those who couldn’t  attend the
dayt ime event  to  meet  with  VA staff .

VA gave away scarves  and beanies  on behal f  of  and knitted by,
Operat ion Wrapped in  Remembrance
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One-on-one meet ings  in  person between veterans  and Veterans’  Affa irs
staff  on the day.

Access  to  consultat ions  with
staff  f rom the NZDF's  Force
Financia l  Hub to  d iscuss  wi l l s ,
f inance,  and insurance.  

Funded equipment  for  ex-
serv ice  members/veterans  to
aid  with act iv i t ies  of  dai ly
l iv ing  ( ILS) .



Registered Veterans/Family
44.2%

Exhibitors&Staff
30.8%

Walk-ins
25%
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V E T E R A N S  &  T H E I R  W H Ā N A U

Registrat ion was open to  anyone who has  served or  i s  st i l l  serv ing in  the
New Zealand Defence Force,  a lso  to  whānau.   An evening event  was held
the night  before the main event.   This  created an opportunity  for
veterans  who could not  make the day t ime event  to  be able  meet  with  a
VA staff  member.  

252
TOTAL ATTENDANCE AT

THE GREATER

WELLINGTON VETERANS’

SUPPORT FORUM
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Thursday Evening Event  Attendance
12

3
9
3
3

15

15

Veterans  pre-registered on Eventbr i te
Whānau pre-registered on Eventbr i te
Veterans  attended
Whānau attended
Walk- ins
Total  number attended

Were seen by a  Case Manager

Fr iday Main Event  Attendance

108
55
90
40
53

183

81

Veterans  pre-registered on Eventbr i te
Whānau pre-registered on Eventbr i te
Veterans  attended
Whānau attended
Walk- ins
Total  number attended

Were seen by a  Case Manager  

Greater Wellington  Veterans’ Support Forum

In  tota l ,  198 veterans and/or  whānau  attended the Greater
Wel l ington Veterans’  Support  Forum
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There were 23 organisat ions  in  attendance,  with  a  tota l  of  69 staf f  who
were avai lable  for  the attendees  on the day.

EXHIBITORS & STAFF
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Potential Support
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Learning more about VA
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Feedback from 36 Ex-service Members/
Veterans
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Greater Wellington  Veterans’ Support Forum

Were you a client of VA before the forum?

How easy was it to find the information you were after?

What interested you most about this event

How relevant did you find the event?
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Greater Wellington  Veterans’ Support Forum

What was the main reason you wanted to talk to Veterans’ Affairs?

Did you visit the VA table and did you get the information you were after?

How did you find the process of getting to see a member of the VA team?



How organized was the forum?

Would you attend another forum if
the opportunity arose?

Overall Evaluation of the forum EXCELLENT

100%

96.7%

83% YES

EXCELLENT

100%

96.7%

83% YES

How do you rate the venue

Feedback from 6 Exhibitors
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I  was  impressed by the layout  of  the exhibitors  areas  to  the Veterans
but  a lso  the formal  presentat ion area.  The indiv idual  exhibitors  areas
were very  wel l  put  together  ( tables  with  power,  seat ing for  exhibitors
and Veterans  v is i t ing  our  stands and the Forum was very  wel l  catered) .
Real ly  enjoyed the forum.  Great  opportunity  to  get  out  in  the
community  and meet  Veteran's  and their  spouses.  I  enjoyed l i s tening to
the presentat ions  and learning about  how other  organisat ions  help
support  Veterans.
I t  was  wel l  organised and everyone was welcoming and happy to  be
there.
Easy  to  f ind the organisers  and people  to  help  with quest ions.
Al l  the char i t ies  were together  so great  networking opportunity
the Exhibitor  pack covered everything needed.
I t  was  wel l  organised.
I  enjoyed the mix  of  vendors  and community  partners  on s i te ,  feedback
from part ic ipants  was pos it ive

What did exhibitors like about the forum?
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Organisat ions  saw benef i ts  in  attending the forum and being able  to
network with other  organisat ions  that  a lso  support  veterans
Ranfur ly  Veterans’  Trust  to  provide accommodat ion referra ls  for
char i table  organisat ions  attending forums from out  of  town
Regular  rev iew of  inv i ted organisat ions  to  ensure re levant  support
cont inues  to  be offered to  veterans  and their  whānau

General comments from Exhibitors

Key Insights and recommendations 

Being able  to  support  veterans  and their  whānau is  important  and
organisat ions  in  attendance recognised th is
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